HEROIC HERETICS
July 3, 1964

THE REVEREND WALTER GILL, expelled from the
ministry by the Methodist Conference this week for refusing
to give "the doctrinal assurance required annually of every
Methodist minister", has now joined the small but immensely
important group of heretics, dictionary definition: those who
"choose" and "maintain opinions at variance with those
generally received". Theologians may argue about the validity
of the doctrine of the Virgin Birth which he is aUeged to have
denied. But what is important is not so much the correctness
of his own belief, as his assertion of the right to preach the
truth as he sees it, and his readiness to face the consequences
of doing so, "I shall not change my views although I shall
remain Methodist," he said* "I have not got a bean in the
world* I live on my stipend, but I believe the Lord looks after
his own."

Mr Gill also placed himself beside John Robinson, Bishop
of Woolwich, whose book Honest to God created such a storm
of controversy last year. For many people, including myself,
Robinson's book burst through like a shaft of light, illuminat-
ing the relationship between man and his Creator, and man
and man, in a way that none of the accepted mythology of the
established Church has ever been able to do. But its real
value, too, lay in its assertion of one man's right to think things
out for himself and the courage that it gave others to do the
same.

Those who prefer their religion packaged in supernatural
mythology arc quite entitled to have it that way. But there
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